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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 13357 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR 

SUB J : JAPANESE FOREIGN MINISTER TO ASEAN COUNTRIES 

1 . JAPANESE EMBASSY MINISTER TANAKA TOLD DCM THAT ALL OF 
THE ASEAN COUNTRIES HAVE INFORMALLY RESPONDED POSITIVELY TO 
JAPANESE PROPOSAL THAT FONMIN SONODA MEET WITH ASEAN FONMINS IN 
THAILAND AFTER THEIR JUNE 14-16 PATTAYA MEETING. HOW- 
EVER. TANAKA SAID THAT GOJ HAS NOT YET RECEIVED FORMAL 

ASEAN CONFIRMATION OF MEETING ALTHOUGH PLANNING IS GOING 
AHEAD ON ASSUMPTION RESPONSE WILL BE SOON FORTHCOMING. 

2. ACCORDING TO TANAKA, CURRENT PLAN IS FOR FONMIN 
SONODA TO MEET ONE DAY WITH ASEAN FONMINS. EITHER IN 

PATTAYA OR BANGKOK FOLLOWED BY A DAY OF MEETINGS IN BANGKOK WITH 
PRIMIN KRIANGSAK AND OTHER SENIOR THAI OFFICIALS ON THAI- 
JAPANESE BILATERAL MATTERS. 
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3. TANAKA SAID THAT FONMIN SONODA WAS ALSO PLANNING A 
TRIP TO THE OTHER FOUR ASEAN COUNTRIES AND AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND IN THE BEGINNING OF JULY. HE SAID THAT 
THAILAND WOULD NOT BE FORMALLY INCLUDED ON THAT ITINERARY 
ALTHOUGH IT IS LIKELY THAT THE FONMIN WILL COME THROUGH 
BANGKOK TWICE DURING HIS TRAVELS BACK AND FORTH. 
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